June                      Feasts/Memorials      
Monday        27    St John Southworth, Priest & Martyr - Solemnity

Tuesday        28     St Irenaeus, Bishop & Martyr

Wednesday   29    SS  Peter & Paul, Apostles – Solemnity

Thursday      30     Protomartyrs of the Holy roman Church

July

Friday            1     Most Sacred Heart of Jesus - Solemnity

Saturday        2     Immaculate Heart of Mary

Br. Alex Ezechukwu OCD will make his Final Profession here in our Church at the 12.15pm Mass on Saturday next  2 July.  You are all invited to this very special and joyful occasion, and I hope as many as possible will be able to attend.
Sunday Readings
Starting on Sunday next 3 July, the Readings at Mass will return to the Ordinary Sundays of the Year, beginning with the Fourteenth Sunday, Year A, Part II, in the Parish Mass Books.  Will Readers please note.

Enrolment Forms for                                        
Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy Communion

Enrolment forms for teenagers for the Sacrament of Confirmation are now available at the back of the Church and also at Reception.  Similarly, for First Holy Communion catechism children, and catechism for children aged 4-12 years old.  Will parents please collect their children’s forms for the relevant classes and complete them.

Weekday Masses:          8.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm

Saturday Masses:           8.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm (Vigil for Sunday)

Sunday Masses:             8.30am, 10.00am (with Choir) 11.00am Latin Choir
                                           12.15pm,  6.00pm Young Adults Choir

Holy Day Masses           8.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm

Bank Holiday Masses:   9.00am, 12.15pm  (no 6.00pm Mass)

Weekday Confessions:   5.30-5.50pm - Priest on duty except 12 Noon-3pm                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Saturday Confessions:    10.30-11.45am, 3.30-5.50pm
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Wednesdays from 6.30-7.30pm

Carmelite Priory, 41 Kensington Church St., London W8 4BB 

Tel:  020-7937-9866   Fax: 020-7938-1470

Registered Charity No:  253645      

Our Carmelite Newsletter on the Web:  www.carmelitechurch.org 
                  our Lady of  mount CARMEL

                                 Parish Newsletter         
               Sunday 26 June 2011 –  Corpus Christi – Most Holy Body  

                                                            and Blood of the Lord

“Tongues of Fire” – People of Prayer

A comment frequently made by visitors to our Church is that “it is a place of prayer”.  From the time this Church opens in the morning until it closes in the evening it is never empty, there are always people coming and going.  People dropping in to spend a little time in personal conversation with the God we know loves us. “No human eye can see what God does in the soul during hours of inner prayer.  It is grace upon grace.  A bouquet of insignificant little blossoms that are daily placed before the Almighty – perhaps a silent life-long martyrdom that no one suspects and that is at the same time a source of deep peace and hearty joyousness and a fountain of grace that bubbles over everything – we do not know where it goes, and the people whom it reaches do not know from whence it comes”.  [St Edith Stein]  

Those who spend time in quiet prayer are the channels through which the problems and pain of our world reach God and the channels through which the love and mercy of God enter our world.  This is the Church’s greatest act of love and service.  These silent, faith-filled and generous people are the “Tongues of Fire” I invite you to celebrate today.  Without you the Church would be an “empty vessel” devoid of depth, wisdom and love.

Fr Hermann Cohen who founded this Church in 1862 had already built up a reputation as a priest who promoted prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in France and elsewhere in Europe.  He wasted no time in establishing the tradition here in Kensington.  He was here only a year when he had already established a group of people who prayed all night before the Blessed Sacrament.  This was a significant development in the historic context of England at that time:  “But in England, for the last three hundred years, the real presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament has been a special object of outrage and blasphemy”  (Fr Hermann).

The traditions and spirit established by Fr Hermann continue here at the Carmelite Church, Kensington.  It is a special joy to pray with many other 

people in this Church before the Blessed Sacrament.  I will always treasure the memory of the 40 hours Adoration we had here last year – the Church 

open for two days and nights, and never  without a large number of people praying.

In today’s Feast we are reminded that Jesus is the “living bread that has come down from heaven”.  It is from Him that we draw life.  The more time we spend in His presence the more alive we become.  Those who spend time in his presence become, through Him, the life of the world.

I conclude with a message written by Fr Hermann that he would like to give to his “former friends”, a message for us today: 

      “Oh Jesus my love, I should like to kindle in the hearts of my


 former friends the fire that burns in me.  I should like to show 


 them the happiness you give to me.  If you no longer see me


 trying my utmost for applause and empty respect, it is because


 I have found my renown in the Eucharist.  If you no longer 


 see me wasting my resources in casinos or chasing riches,


 it is because I have found wealth and inexhaustible treasure


 in the cup of love sealed in the Eucharist.  If I no longer come


 and drown my worries in your noisy parties, it is because


 I am nourished at the wedding feast with the angels of heaven.


 I have found true joy.  Yes I have found it, what I really love,


 it is mine and no one can take it from me.  Now my eyes


 have seen, and my hands have touched and my heart has


 beaten on the heart of God”.
For 150 years this Church has been a place of prayer, in the midst of this busy city of London.  This prayer is a “tongue of fire” that reaches out, enriches and transforms the whole world.  The world is a more alive, peaceful and healthy place because of the many people who spend time alone in this Church with “Jesus, Life of the World”.
                                                                                  Fr Matt Blake, Prior
Feast f Our Lady of Mount Carmel

In preparation for the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel which falls on Saturday 16 July, we will have a Triduum in our Church starting after the 6.00pm Mass on  Wednesday 13 July, also Thursday 14, and ending on Friday 15 July.  You are all invited to attend these special devotions in honour of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Our Monday Group

Tomorrow Monday 28 June, our  Monday Group members and all young adults are invited to “Grill Fr Matt”, as they participate in a question and answer session with Fr Matt, focusing on the Christian faith, the teachings of the Church and the Carmelite tradition.  They will follow the successful “Grill the Bishop” format used at “Young Adults in the West” events (including here at the Carmelite Church) when Bishop Alan Hopes was in the hot seat.  Time: 7.30 for 8.00pm in the Parish Centre, entrance, Pitt St.

Confirmation

On Saturday next 2 July and Saturday 9 July a group of young people from this Parish will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at Westminster Cathedral.  We ask you please to pray for the following on this very important day in their lives:

        Alix, Celia,Christian, Danielle, Katie, Gabrielle, Géraldine, 
       Monique, Raphael, Romane, Sarah Jane, Sebastian, Simon.
                                                                                     (Fr Iain)

*   We will have our Parish Gathering after the 10 clock Mass this  

      morning,  when you are all invited downstairs for tea/coffee and 

      meet your friends in the Parish Centre.
*   On Sunday next  3 July, we will have a Corpus Christi Procession in 
     the Priory after the 10am Mass.  All are warmly invited, particularly   

     families and children. 
Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul

Wednesday next 29 June is the Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul  - and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  It is also a Special Day of Prayer for our Holy Father Pope Benedict. Masses will be as weekdays, i.e. 8.00am, 12.15 and 6.00pm. (with the Vigil Mass at 6.00pm on Tuesday 28 June)
Peter’s Pence Collection
There will be the customary Peter’s Pence Collection after all Masses today Sunday for the special charities of our Holy Father the Pope. 
On Friday next 1 July there will be a Memorial Mass at 11.00 am for the Repose of the Soul of Jacline Revell-Smith RIP.

